Certification of readiness to enter ST3 Diagnostic Neuropathology or Paediatric & Perinatal Pathology Training
 
The purpose of this form is to help ensure that applicants who have not completed ICPT (Integrated Cellular Pathology Training) in a recognised UK training programme can demonstrate readiness for entry to Paediatric and Perinatal Pathology or Diagnostic Neuropathology at ST3.  
 
It is NOT required if:  
1. you are currently a histopathology trainee as evidenced by written confirmation from the relevant UK programme, have a satisfactory ARCP outcome after ST2 ICPT and are on track to achieve a satisfactory ARCP outcome at the end of ST3 ICPT. OR  
2. you have already completed ICPT (or stages A and B under the 2015 curriculum) in an approved UK programme as evidenced by written confirmation from the relevant programme and written confirmation of a satisfactory ARCP outcome at the end of ICPT/stage B. 
 
When completing this form, please note: 
· Unless you have exceptional circumstances, e.g. you are a refugee, you will be required to submit the fully completed certificate with your Diagnostic Neuropathology or Paediatric & Perinatal Pathology application, so it is advised that you prepare your documents in advance. 
· This certificate can only be signed by an assessor who is a consultant in Histopathology (or equivalent e.g. Cellular Pathology, Anatomic Pathology etc). 
· Consultants acting as certifying assessors are only eligible to sign these certificates if they have worked with you for a minimum continuous period of three months since 1 January of the year three years prior to the advertised post start date (1 January 2023 for the 2026 recruitment rounds); certificates must have been signed subsequent to this date. 
· The three months should be wholly within the time limit, whole-time equivalent and could be spread out over a period much longer than this; for example, if you are doing research but have been undertaking Histopathology training during this time to maintain your clinical skills, the three months may be spread over the three-year period. 
· The assessor must have worked within the NHS in the last five years and have an accurate knowledge of the current Histopathology curriculum. If your assessor is currently registered with any medical regulatory authority other than the GMC, then you should also make sure they submit current evidence of their registration with that authority. A certified translation should be included if this is not in English. Historic registration with the GMC will not be accepted.  
· You should not use an assessor with whom you have a close personal relationship. 
· During the ICPT (2.5 years) component of the training, all UK-based trainees are expected to undertake training in the basic knowledge and skills of cellular pathology. This includes surgical pathology, autopsy, cytopathology and molecular pathology. 
· This form is divided into sections. Section A and part of section E should be completed by the applicant. Sections B, C, D and part of section E should be completed by the assessor following review of the applicant’s career portfolio including previous posts held, experience of cases (using the syllabus which accompanies the 2021 Histopathology Curriculum as a guide) and a discussion and review of the applicant’s appraisals and professional feedback.  
· To be eligible, you must have all capabilities and competences listed on this certificate signed off, either personally witnessed or as part of your career portfolio, by time of application. If you cannot demonstrate every professional capability, you will not be eligible for entry to specialty training in Diagnostic Neuropathology or Paediatric Pathology. 
· You do not need to have demonstrated all capabilities or competences within the time period in which you have worked with the signatory, but whoever is signing the form needs to be satisfied that there is no reason why these are in doubt and that they believe you are sufficiently able to enter Diagnostic Neuropathology or Paediatric Pathology training. 
· The certificate MUST be complete in every detail, including details about the person completing it for you. Incomplete certificates may lead to your application being deemed ineligible for that recruitment round. It is strongly recommended that you check the form after your assessor has completed it.  
· You must then scan, upload and attach it (as one single document) to your application form before submission. 
· The certificate is valid for up to 12 months from the date of review of certification.
 
Please note that making any false declaration in this form will result in any offer of a training post being withdrawn and consideration being given to you being referred to the GMC. 
 





















Section A (to be completed by applicant): 
 
	First name of applicant: 
 
 
	Last name of applicant: 
 

	Date of review for certification: 
	Period of experience covered (state start and finish dates): 
 
Start (DD/MM/YYYY) 
 
Finish (DD/MM/YYYY) 


 
Previous career history 
 
	Posts held in pathology specialties
(e.g. Histopathology, Paediatric Pathology, Neuropathology etc.) 
	Institution and country
	Dates (from and to): 

	 
 
	
	 

	 
 
	
	 

	 
 
	
	 

	 
 
	
	 

	 
 
	
	 

	 
 
	
	 


 
 FRCPath Part 1 
The FRCPath Part 1 examination is a critical progression point and must be passed in order to enter an ST3 training post. 

	Date of successful attainment of FRCPath part 1 examination: 
	DD/MM/YYYY 


 





Section B (to be completed by the certifying assessor): 
 
Successful certification relies on the applicant providing evidence to satisfy the Capabilities in Practice (CiPs) identified in the Learning Map and syllabus for ICPT in the 2021 Histopathology curriculum. This evidence must be scrutinised by the assessor prior to completing and signing this form. 

Level descriptors for specialty CiPs 
Level descriptors are used alongside the learning map to inform the assessment of the applicant’s experience and overall performance. An outline grid of levels expected for histopathology specialty CiPs is reproduced below (also see Appendix C of the 2021 Histopathology Curriculum). 
 
	Level 
	Descriptor 

	Level 1 
	Entrusted to observe only – no provision of clinical care. 

	Level 2 
	Entrusted to act with direct supervision: 
The trainee may provide clinical care, but the supervising physician is physically within the hospital or other site of patient care and is immediately available if required to provide direct bedside supervision. 

	Level 3 
	Entrusted to act with indirect supervision: 
The trainee may provide clinical care when the supervising physician is not physically present within the hospital or other site of patient care but is available by means of telephone and/or electronic media to provide advice and can attend at the bedside if required to provide direct supervision. 

	Level 4 
	Entrusted to act unsupervised. 


 







Please complete the level descriptors, indicating the level reached by the above-named applicant for the specialty CiPs representing equivalence to ICPT in the table below. Please also state if the judgement has been made following direct observation by you, review of evidence, or if you have been unable to make a determination.
 
	 CiP
	Descriptor
	Level descriptor for each CiP after 1 year of full-time training in ICPT 
	Level descriptor for each CiP after 2 years of full-time training in ICPT   
	Descriptor level reached by the applicant  
	Direct observation/ review of evidence/ unable to determine 

	Able to demonstrate leadership and management within the laboratory setting for the benefit of patient care 
	Understanding of the structure, resources and legislation surrounding laboratory practice  
	1
	2
	 
	

	
	Awareness of scientific and managerial developments that may affect the organisation and delivery of Pathology services 
	1
	2
	 
	

	
	Writing a business case and draw upon the expertise and opinions of others in this process 
	1
	1
	 
	

	
	Understanding of method validation 
	1
	1
	 
	

	
	Using Internal Quality Control and External Quality Assurance to maintain and enhance quality 
	1
	2
	 
	

	Able to use laboratory and other services effectively in the investigation, diagnosis, and management of patients, relatives, and the deceased 
	Understanding of Healthcare IT and Laboratory Information Management Systems and other healthcare IT systems, including associated legislation 
	1
	2
	 
	

	
	Communication with specialty services  
	1
	2
	 
	

	
	Interpretation of reports from related clinical disciplines in the light of pathology findings, mindful of associated pitfalls 
	1
	2
	 
	

	
	Reasoning behind investigational and diagnostic advice given to clinicians, laboratory staff, legal professionals and lay people 
	1
	2
	 
	

	Able to manage and contribute to a multi-disciplinary team effectively 
	Management and team working skills to effectively manage complex, dynamic situations 
	1
	2
	 
	

	
	Continuity and coordination of patient care through the appropriate transfer of information 
	1
	2
	 
	

	
	Timely and accurate sharing if information with the clinical team responsible for the care of the patient  
	1
	2
	 
	

	
	Working with outside agencies 
	1
	2
	 
	

	
	Integration of clinical and pathological findings to advise an MDT and provide prognostic information. 
	1
	2
	 
	

	Able to take, manage and interpret pathological specimens accurately and safely, mindful of risks to self and others 
	Management of a macroscopic surgical specimen  
	1
	2
	 
	

	
	Microscopy skills (including additional techniques)  
	1
	2
	 
	

	
	Performing a post-mortem examination  
	1
	2
	 
	

	
	Interpreting all macroscopic and microscopic findings identified from the post-mortem  
	1
	2
	 
	

	
	Portraying an appropriate amount of certainty around a pathological diagnosis  
	1
	2
	 
	

	
	Providing a timely accurate written or verbal report in clear and appropriate language  
	1
	2
	 
	

	
	Using appropriate published guidelines and diagnostic coding  
	1
	2
	 
	

	
	Providing a provisional verbal report urgently and documenting appropriately  
	1
	1
	 
	

	
	Counselling next of kin and peer health professionals on the outcomes of pathology investigations  
	1
	2
	 
	

	
	Can report independently 
	1
	1
	 
	



Section C (to be completed by the assessor): 
 
Please complete the table below, indicating the experience evidenced by the applicant for the given period of experience above.  
 
	Surgical histopathology
This should demonstrate a broad range of cases from all organ systems (see indicative numbers): 
	/minimum 1750 cases 
 
 
 

	Cytopathology
These may either be new cases or be seen in the context of teaching sets with appropriate structured feedback from an experienced trainer:
	/500 non-cervical 
  
/350 cervical cytology 
 

	Autopsy
Indicative minimum of 20 adult autopsies per annum and 2 paediatric/perinatal autopsies. Paediatric and perinatal cases should include histology and ancillary investigations as well as the initial gross examination: 
	/40 adult autopsies 
 
/2 paediatric autopsies 
 
 

	Audit: 
 
 
 
	 

	Molecular pathology experience: 
This can be reflected as part of reported cases and specific learning courses / events:
	 


 
Section D (to be completed by the assessor): 
 
Appraisal of applicant’s practice
As part of Good Medical Practice a practitioner should reflect on their own practice and have regular appraisals and feedback from a supervising colleague. Please indicate what appraisals the applicant has had during the time period of experience indicated above.  

Feedback of your practice by a wider group of colleagues is essential to develop as a practitioner for the benefit of improving patient care. A tool for assessing this aspect of practice is Multi-Source Feedback. If the applicant has undertaken an MSF, please enter the details in the table below.  
 
	Dates of appraisals during the period of experience being certified: 
 
	DD/MM/YYYY 

	Has the applicant undertaken a multi-source feedback exercise in the past 5 years? 
 
	Yes / No  
 
If Yes, give date: DD/MM/YYYY 


 
Certifying Assessor Comments 
Please add any comments on discussions with the applicant and review of their career and experience. Please document in what capacity you know the applicant and the duration and dates that you worked with them: 
 
	















Section E (to be completed by the applicant and the assessor): 
 
	Applicant signature: 
 
 

	Applicant’s name: 
 
 
	Date: 


 
This is to confirm that Dr                                  (insert full name of doctor) has provided satisfactory documentary evidence to demonstrate readiness to enter ST3 Diagnostic Neuropathology and Paediatric & Perinatal Pathology. 
 
	Certifying Assessor signature: 
 
 

	Certifying Assessor’s name (In CAPITALS): 
 
 
	Date: 

	Certifying Assessor’s institution and full address: 
 
 
	 

	Certifying assessor’s medical licensing body (e.g. GMC) and registration number
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